Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.032; wR factor = 0.076; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.3.
In the title complex, [Cu(C 18 H 14 NO) 2 ], the Cu II ion lies on an inversion center and is coordinated in a slightly distorted square-planar environment. The 1-[(4-methylphenyl)iminomethyl]-2-naphtholate ligands are coordinated in a trans arrangement with respect to the N and O atoms. 
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Experimental
Crystal data [Cu(C 18 H 14 NO) 2 ] M r = 584.14 Triclinic, P1 a = 7.0948 (6) Å b = 10.2335 (7) Å c = 10.5784 (10) Å = 104.559 (7) = 98.728 (7) = 102.573 (7) Table 1 Selected geometric parameters (Å , ).
Symmetry code: (i) Àx þ 1; Ày; Àz. The molecular structure of the title complex is shown in Fig. 1 . The Cu II ion is coordinated by two O atoms and two N atoms of two bidentate schiff base ligands to form a square-planar geometry in a trans arrangement. The Cu-N and Cu-O bond lengths agree with those in related complexes (e.g. Kani et al., 1998; Lo et al., 1997; Ünver, 2002) .
Copper(II) acetate hydrate (0.199 g, 0.001 mol) in methanol (50 ml) and N-(p-Tolyl)-2-hydroxy-1-naphthaldimine (0.586 g, 0.002 mol) in acetonitrile(75 ml) were mixed and heated at 333 K for 1 h. The solution was filtered and the filtrate kept in a beaker at room temperature for crystallization. Black crystals started appearing after 3 days and were then collected, 0.621 g (79%) yields.
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms were placed in calculated positions and refined using a riding-model approximation with C-H = 0.93 Å, U iso = 1.2U eq (C) for aromatic H atoms and C-H = 0.96 Å, U iso = 1.5U eq (C) for methyl H atoms.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure, with atom labels and 25% probability displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms (symmetry code: (A) -x+1, -y, -z).
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